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S-3423.1

SENATE BI LL 6720

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stranni gan and Anderson

Read first time 01/29/98. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to internediate drivers’ |icenses; anending RCW
46. 20. 031, 46.20.100, 46.20.105, and 46. 20. 120; addi ng a new sectionto
chapter 46.20 RCW creating a new section; prescribing penalties; and
provi ding an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The | egislature recognizes the need to
devel op a graduated |icensing systemin |light of the disproportionately
hi gh incidence of notor vehicle accidents and fatalities involving
young drivers. This system wll inprove highway safety by
progressively devel oping and i nproving the skills of younger drivers in
t he saf est possi bl e environnent, thereby reduci ng the nunber of vehicle
acci dents.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An applicant for an internediate driver’s |license nust have:

(a) Possessed a valid instruction permt under RCW46. 20. 055 for a
period of not |ess than six nonths, during which tinme no conviction of
a drug or al cohol offense under chapter 66.44, 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52
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RCW a driver under twenty-one consum ng al cohol violation under RCW
46. 61. 503, a seat belt requirenent violation under RCW 46. 61. 688, or
other violations of driver-related safety | aws has occurred;

(b) Passed a driver licensing exam nation as prescribed by RCW
46. 20. 130;

(c) Paid the fee prescribed by RCW46. 20. 161; and

(d) Passed a traffic safety education course neeting the
requi renments of RCW 46. 20. 100.

(2) An internediate |icense allows unsupervised driving from5:00
a.m to 9:00 p.m At all other tines the internedi ate |icensee nust be
acconpanied by a licensed driver who has had at |east five years of
driving experience and is occupying a seat beside the driver. The
supervising |licensed driver nust be the only other occupant of the
front passenger section of the vehicle.

(3) The internmediate |icensee shall not place the vehicle in notion
until every occupant of the vehicle has a seat belt properly fastened
in conpliance with RCW 46. 61. 688.

(4) An internediate |icencee who has held the internmedi ate |icense
for at least six nonths and has nmaintained a satisfactory driving
record for one year may upon proper application and paynent of the fee
prescribed in RCW46. 20. 161 be issued a regular driver’s license.

(5 The internediate license is valid for a period of at | east one
year fromthe date of its issuance.

(6) If aninternmediate |icensee drives a notor vehicle in violation
of the internediate |icense conditions specified in this section, the
conditions will remain in effect for an additional six nonths, and the
licensee will be ineligible to apply for a full Ilicense for an
addi tional six nonths. This penalty is in addition to any other
penalty for the offense that is provided el sewhere in statute.

Sec. 3. RCWA46.20.031 and 1995 ¢ 219 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall not issue a driver’s |license hereunder:

(1) To any person who is under the age of ((stxteen)) eighteen
years unless the applicant has conplied with the requirenents for
internediate |licensing under section 2 of this act;

(2) To any person whose |icense has been suspended during such
suspensi on, nor to any person whose |icense has been revoked, except as
provi ded in RCW 46. 20. 311;
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(3) To any person who has been eval uated by a program approved by
the departnent of social and health services as being an al coholic,
drug addict, alcohol abuser, and/or drug abuser: PROVI DED, That a
license may be i ssued if the departnent determ nes that such person has
been granted a deferred prosecution, pursuant to chapter 10.05 RCW or
is satisfactorily participating in or has successfully conpleted an
al cohol or drug abuse treatnent program approved by the departnent of
social and health services and has established control of his or her
al cohol and/or drug abuse problem

(4) To any person who has previously been adjudged to be nentally
ill or insane, or to be inconpetent due to any nental disability or
di sease, and who has not at the tine of application been restored to
conpetency by the nethods provided by | aw. PROVI DED, HONEVER, That no
person so adjudged shall be denied a license for such cause if the
superior court should find him able to operate a notor vehicle with
safety upon the highways during such inconpetency;

(5 To any person who is required by this chapter to take an
exam nation, unless such person shall have successfully passed such
exam nation

(6) To any person who is required under the laws of this state to
deposit proof of financial responsibility and who has not deposited
such proof;

(7) To any person when the departnent has good and substanti al
evi dence to reasonably concl ude that such person by reason of physical
or mental disability would not be able to operate a notor vehicle with
safety upon the highways; subject to review by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction;

(8) To a person when the departnent has been notified by a court
that the person has violated his or her witten prom se to appear,
respond, or conply regarding a notice of infraction issued for a
viol ati on of RCW 46.55. 105, unl ess the departnent has received notice
from the court showing that the person has been found not to have
commtted the violation of RCW46.55. 105, or that the person has paid
all nmonetary penalties ow ng, including conpletion of comunity
service, and that the court is satisfied that the person has made
restitution as provided by RCW 46.55. 105(2).

Sec. 4. RCW46. 20. 100 and 1990 ¢ 250 s 36 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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The departnment of licensing shall not consider an application of
any m nor under the age of eighteen years for a driver’s license or the
i ssuance of a nmotorcycl e endorsenent for a particul ar category unl ess:

(1) The application is also signed by a parent or guardi an having
the custody of such mnor, or in the event a mnor under the age of
ei ghteen has no father, nother, or guardian, then a driver’s |icense
shall not be issued to the mnor unless his or her application is also
signed by the mnor’s enployer; ((and))

(2) The applicant has satisfactorily conpleted a traffic safety
education course as defined in RCW 28A 220.020, conducted by a
recogni zed secondary school, that neets the standards established by
the office of the state superintendent of public instruction or the
applicant has satisfactorily conpleted a traffic safety education
course, conducted by a comrercial driving instruction enterprise, that
nmeets the standards established by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction and is officially approved by that office on an
annual basis: PROVIDED, HOAEVER, That the director may upon a show ng
that an applicant was unable to take or conplete a driver education
course waive that requirenent if the applicant shows to the
satisfaction of the departnent that a need exists for the applicant to
operate a notor vehicle and he or she has the ability to operate a
motor vehicle in such a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of
persons or property, under rules to be pronul gated by the departnent in
concert wth the supervisor of the traffic safety education section,
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction. For a person under
t he age of eighteen years to obtain a notorcycl e endorsenent, he or she
must successfully conplete a notorcycle safety education course that
nmeets the standards established by the departnent of |icensing.

The departnment may waive any education requirenent under this
subsection for an applicant previously licensed to drive a notor
vehicle or motorcycle outside this state if the applicant provides
proof satisfactory to the departnent that he or she has had education
equi valent to that required under this subsection;

(3) The applicant possessed a valid instruction permt under RCW
46. 20. 055 for a period of not |ess that six nonths;

(4) The applicant possessed a valid internediate driver’'s |icense
under section 2 of this act for a period of not |ess than six nonths;
and
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(5) The applicant has maintained a satisfactory driving record.
For the purposes of this section, an applicant’s driving record is
deened to be satisfactory if he or she has not been found to have
committed or been convicted of violating any traffic reqgulations
governing the novenent of vehicles, a state drug or al cohol |aw under
chapter 66.44, 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW being a driver under twenty-
one consum ng al cohol under RCW 46.61.503, a seat belt requirenent
under RCW 46.61.688, or other driver-related safety law of any state
for at least the period of one year immediately before the date of the
application for a regular driver’s license.

Sec. 5. RCWA46. 20. 105 and 1987 ¢ 463 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent may provide a method to di stinguish the driver’s
license of a person who is under the age of twenty-one from the
driver’s license of a person who is twenty-one years of age or ol der

(2) An instruction permt nust be identified as an "instruction
permt" and issued in a distinctive form as determned by the
depart nent.

(3) An internediate license nust be identified as an "internedi ate
license" and issued in a distinctive form as determned by the
depart nent.

Sec. 6. RCW46.20.120 and 1990 ¢ 9 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

No new driver’s license, whether an internediate |license or a
regular license, may be i ssued and no previously issued |icense nay be
renewed until the applicant therefor has successfully passed a driver
| i censi ng exam nati on. However, the departnent nmay waive all or any
part of the exam nation of any person applying for the renewal of a
driver’s |license except when the departnment determnes that an
applicant for a driver's license is not qualified to hold a driver’s
license under this title. The departnment nmay al so waive the actua
denonstration of the ability to operate a notor vehicle by a person who
surrenders a valid driver’s license issued by the person’ s previous
home state and who is otherwise qualified to be licensed. For a new
license examnation a fee of seven dollars shall be paid by each
applicant, in addition to the fee charged for issuance of the |icense.
A new license is one issued to a driver who has not been previously

p. 5 SB 6720



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

[EN
D

licensed in this state or to a driver whose |ast previous WAshi ngton
| i cense has been expired for nore than four years.

Any person renewing his or her driver’s license nore than sixty
days after the license has expired shall pay a penalty fee of ten
dollars in addition to the renewal fee under RCW 46.20. 181. The
penalty fee shall be deposited in the highway safety fund.

Any person who is outside the state at the time his or her driver’s
license expires or who is unable to renew the |icense due to any
incapacity may renew the license within sixty days after returning to
this state or wthin sixty days after the termnation of any such
i ncapacity without the paynment of the penalty fee.

The departnent shall provide for giving exam nations at places and
ti mes reasonably available to the people of this state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act takes effect January 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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